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President’s Report 2011-2012
This Rotary year has
been a very challenging
one with fewer able
bodies to carry out the
good work in the five
avenues of service,
however with the limited
resources at our
disposal, coupled with a
hard working team, we
achieved a great deal.
Our hard working
Secretary, Jack
Wightman, had plenty to
keep him occupied
throughout the year and
if that wasn’t enough he
added to those duties by
also taking on the role of
acting Treasurer in the second half of the year. The Club is deeply
indebted to Jack for his contribution to the Club by way of applied
skills, experience and hours spent on Club business.
Our Treasurer, Kris Elphick, looked after the finances in the first half
of the 2011-12 and took up the challenge of setting up the Club
accounts on MYOB, but for personal reasons sought leave from the
Club in the latter half of the year. Other members who made the
Club function on a weekly basis were Ian Thomlinson who had
responsibility for the Club’s weekly program, and Bob Antill and Bob
Aston who each had a stint publishing ‘The Beacon’. Not to be

forgotten is Rolf Gimmel who diligently carried out duties of
Attendance Officer and Sergeant at Arms. Forgive me if I have
omitted someone from the weekly jobs.
This year’s Rotary International theme was “Reach within to
embrace humanity”. The Club supported this theme financially and
with the provision of pro bono medical services, but would have liked
to have done more. The focus during this Rotary Year has been on
Club Service and Membership.
The Club’s record of achievements follows under the Five Avenues
of Service and disbursements.
JOHN MESSNER
President 2011-12
CLUB SERVICE
As previously mentioned a core Club goal has been ensuring weekly
programs are relevant and interesting to members.
Some weekly meeting highlights during the year were:
A presentation by Toby Stone, who heads up the Maritime
Protection Division of the Australian Maritime Safety Authority.
This was the biggest meeting for the year.
A presentation from Dr Jenny
Wray on her life and
achievements as a GP in
Narooma, which was followed
by recognising her as a Paul
Harris Fellow.
A meeting in early February
was set down for a Club
Assembly however an
unexpected very large visitor

list dictated that this had to be abandoned. The visitor list
included 2 Inbound Youth Exchange students, 1 Rotarian from
Canada, 3 Rotarians from Canberra with partners, and a
Rotarian from Dubbo.
The Astons and the Thomlinsons each hosted memorable social
events for members, partners and guests in lieu of the weekly
meeting. The weather on the day of the outdoor function at the
Thomlinsons did not disappoint us – it rained all day.
The Stafford-Gaffneys (non-Rotarians) hosted a social event at their
home to welcome our Youth Exchange Student’s mother, Barbara
Dunkelberg, to Narooma. Our thanks to them for their hospitality
and generosity.

We also hosted a joint meeting with the Rotary Club of Moruya at
Bodalla which is an annual trivia night with a prize known as the
Cinders Trophy. We lost, and it has been suggested that members
boost their general knowledge through a subscription to the
Women’s Weekly and New Idea.

The annual meeting with the Rotary Club of Bega that was to be
held in Bermagui in March had to be cancelled because of flooding
and severe storms.
A major challenge in the early part of the year was to obtain a
consensus regarding the quality and price of the weekly meal.
Members responded to a survey seeking preferences, and the
majority view was accepted.
Membership retention and increasing
member numbers was a key Club
objective. We gained one member and
sadly we lost Max Reid in May of this year
following his lengthy battle with a life
threatening illness. Max contributed a
great deal to the Club over the years and
will be sadly missed.
Early in 2011-12 we ran a campaign to
attract new members which took the form
of a “What’s Rotary Forum”. The forum
delivered an increase to Club membership.
One of our members, Charmaine White,
attended the Rotary International
Convention 2012 that was held in
Bangkok.
There is an increasing emphasis on the need for clubs to have a
quality website through which to promote their activities. John
Messner has undertaken the task of developing a new website for
the Club which is still a ‘work-in-progress’. He will have more time to
complete this project when he completes his year as President of the
Club.

Fund Raising
The monthly markets continue to be the main source of funds for
disbursements from the Charity Account. Stallholder fees and food
and drink sales generate those funds with the December and
January markets contributing the greatest amounts. Chris O’Brien is
our Market Manager. Well done Chris.
The Australia Day Duck Race and the Food Van at the Oyster
Festival held in May were also major fundraisers.
Significant headwinds are currently being experienced in Club
fundraising. Visitor attendance at the monthly markets is
significantly down on previous years due in part to a challenging
economic climate that is placing downward pressure on consumer
expenditure, and impacting on domestic and international tourist
numbers in the local region.

Many thanks to all those who helped
with fundraising activities throughout
the year. This includes Members,
partners, and “friends of Rotary” i.e.
Lynn Hardingham and Brendan
Wilson.

We have had a number of problems with the food van and related
equipment this year. We started out with an incident with the food
van which resulted in an insurance claim to have the repairs
completed. The storage box on the outside of the van was replaced
as was the water pump and non-return valve inside the van. It did
not end there. Due to members and helpers being overly tired at the
end of the January market and poor procedures, food items were left
behind which turned into a decomposing mess that was discovered
several weeks later. Laurelle Pacey and husband Steve put in many
hours of hard work to return the van back to a healthy state, our
thanks for their help.
The Club also purchased a new BBQ during the year allowing it to
reliably cater for strong customer demand for our cooked items
during peak periods.
Community Service
During the year funds were raised and donated to a number of
worthy causes. The major ones being:
- Australian Rotary Health
- District Children’s Emergency Medical Fund
- Snowy Hydro SouthCare
- Marine Rescue (NSW) Narooma Unit
The Club also acted as a representative for BowelCare delivering
test kits and collecting funds from the sale of those kits in
pharmacies in Narooma, Bermagui and Cobargo. Terry Irvine had
responsibility for this project.
In the early part of the Rotary year the Club hosted a dinner and a
BBQ for a number of Queensland flood victims brought to Narooma
for some R & R by a local support group.

Vocational Service
The Pride of Workmanship Awards was a major event on the Club
calendar and well supported by the local business community. This

event allowed employers to recognise employees who display the
qualities worthy of an award. Bob Antill had responsibility for
organising this event.
Another notable event was a Club visit to Bodalla Primary School to
view teaching facilities and the latest teaching aids. The evening
was organised by Bob Aston, who with help from Therese Aston,
demonstrated the features of the school’s teaching aids. This
included an online interactive video link to Batemans Bay.

New Generations
The Club committed to
hosting a Youth Exchange
Student in 2011-12. Our
Exchange Student is Tim
Dunkelberg from Germany
who has been with us since
late July 2011 and is
returning home in July
2012. There have been
three host families – Fergusons, Antills and Stafford-Gaffneys. Max
Reid was Tim’s Counsellor. Tim’s stay with us has been a rewarding
experience for the Club and we will all miss him when he returns to
Germany next month.
We again supported the Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment
(RYPEN) program through sponsoring four (4) students to weekend
camps in the local shire.
The Club again assisted Year 11 students from Narooma High to go
to Rotary Young Driver Awareness (RYDA) training by sponsoring a
bus to the Moruya training centre. Angie Ulrichsen, Chris O’Brien
and Bob Antill represented the Club at the training, which was
spread over two
days.
Our Tertiary
Scholarship this year
was awarded to
Joanna Gray who
has elected to
pursue a degree in
Teaching at the
University of
Canberra. Three

scholarship students, namely Liam Phelps, Heather Gow-Carey and
Alice Hanigan, were at various stages of their tertiary studies this
year
Laurelle Pacey had responsibility for New Generations and was
supported by Angie Ulrichsen.
International Service
Charmaine White
had responsibility for
International Service
and our charity The
Rotary Foundation.
Projects of Rotary
Australia World
Community Service
(RAWCS) are
among those that
are supported by our
Club each year. Charmaine is a strong supporter of the International
work done by Rotary through RAWCS. She is so committed to the
cause that she volunteered to go to Thailand in May 2012 as part of
a 42 person medical team for a project called Dental-Eyes Mission.
This involved six days of field work as a dentist in two rural areas of
Thailand, and a jail for males and females. This is a great example
of “Service above Self”.
With a number of natural disasters in our region in 2011 and early
2012, the Club decided to use part of the proceeds from the
Australia Day Duck Race to fund a ShelterBox through ShelterBox
Australia which cost $1,000. ShelterBox Australia responds to
natural and manmade disasters by delivering boxes of aid to those
who are homeless and are most in need.
(Cont on Page 14)

Dinner Menu
Main
Served alternately with a selection of fresh seasonal vegetables
Cider Glazed Pork Belly
Slow braised then seared on creamy mash with garlic sautéed
greens
Plump Chicken Breast
Lightly char grilled and stuffed with camembert cheese and
fresh asparagus, then served with hollandaise sauce

Dessert
Homemade Lemon Tart
With citrus glaze and double cream
Chocolate Panna Cotta
Served with double cream and chocolate dipped strawberries

Please help yourself to tea or coffee

Program for the 54th Changeover
6:30pm Reception & Registration
7:00pm Call to Order
Chairman: PP Ian Thomlinson
Invocation
PP George Barker
Toast to Partners
PP Bob Antill
Response
Steve Deck
Dinner
Toast to Rotary International
President Nominee: Charmaine White
Response
District Governor Elect: Phil Armstrong
2011- 2012 President’s Report
President: John Messner
Presentations
Instillation of 2012-2013 President
2012-2013 President Remarks & Presentation of 2012 -13 Board
President: Terry Irvine
Raffle
National Anthem

(Cont from Page 11)
The Rotary Foundation
Contributions this year from The Rotary Foundation (TRF) amounted
to $1,200, all of which has been directed to PolioPlus and used for
polio eradication. Funds raised enabled the Club to name one Paul
Harris Fellow – Dr Jenny Wray. The members themselves were also
generous contributors to the TRF.
Ten of them who donated more than US$100 are Foundation
Sustaining Members as well as Centurion Members donating A$100
or more.
In October 2011
the Club hosted a
Group Study
Exchange Team
from Thailand.
Team members
were hosted by
Club members for
two nights. Daily activities included a visit to a number of local tourist
attractions, attendance at our weekly meeting. Their vocational
interests we met with tours of local water and sewerage treatment
plants and a presentation by staff of Eurobodalla Shire Council.

Tim’s Year as an Exchange Student
Yesterday I looked out of a plane window and saw the skyline of
Sydney, and today my year in Australia is nearly over.
I enjoyed every single day of this year which gave me the chance to
have a look at another culture and to experience how families on the
other side of the world live – this was a great opportunity. Through
this I didn’t just learn more about the world, but more about myself. I
gained a lot of self-confidence and learned how to deal properly with
different situations and circumstances.

I started off my year in Narooma
with Heather and Jeremy at
Paradise Point, where I was
welcomed by boiling “winter”
temperatures of 30°. This gave me
the chance to go for my first swim
in the inlet. This was not the only
thing which got me wondering - I
was also surprised why anyone
would even bother owning a jumper
in this country. A week later the
truth hit me and I learned that
Australia can be cold too,
especially in the evenings when I
had to cross over from one building
to the other to come to my
bedroom - I was happy to slip
under the warm blanket. In this time, Heather showed me around
Narooma a lot. I saw wild seals, stingrays and an uncountable
amount of fish, which got me on the idea of fishing which wasn’t very
successful (out of 10hrs of sitting at the jetty with the line I got about
1-3 fish).
The two moths I spent with them were also the time for my first
school weeks. To come to school, Jeremy brought me to the bus
stop every single morning, from where my way to school continued.
This was a major difference which I experienced in all three of my
host families. In Germany, I ride my pushbike to school every
morning which takes me about five minutes. Once I tried to ride a
pushbike to town which was a rather scary experience as the way
from Paradise Point to town is quite hilly and the bike’s brakes didn´t
really exist. Even though I enjoy mountain biking in Germany, where
I go up to 70Km/h on steep downhill rides that are often not wider

then 1m, this was definitely the scarier one! (Especially because the
back wheel had the shape of a figure eight.)
After my great time with Heather and Jeremy was over, another
fantastic episode of my stay started: my stay with Bob, Merinda and
Josh, who never seemed to drop their smile. In this time, summer
kicked in properly, so I had the chance to do my first bit of bodyboarding with friends out of school; this was great fun and really
helped me a lot later on in the year where I tried proper surfing
together with the other exchange students for the first time.
Over this time, there were quite a lot of Rotary organized weekends
where we exchange students had the chance to get together and
just have a good time. These were always well organized by Rohan
and his team, who always made an effort to ensure everyone, had a
good time.

The biggest of these opportunities for we exchange students was
definitely the Safari where we had the chance to get together with a
big group of young people and see the biggest island. On this trip I
got to see breathtaking places that I never thought I would see, such
as Uluru, the Whitsunday Islands and the Great Barrier Reef.
But even though I saw all these astonishing places, I still think that
Narooma is “the place to be”.
After I returned from this trip (without my wallet or phone) I started to
live with Daiva and Phil where I got welcomed by four small horses
who thought they were dogs (I still haven’t got them to drop their
Mimicry). I also had to get used to such hard conditions as a double
bed and Daiva’s cooking. I really started to love the dogs which were
always around and I always had a great time playing with them.
Overall, I have just had an absolutely amazing year which showed
me so many new things (such as cricket where, I had the chance to
join the school team for one game before I went on the Safari).

I really want to thank the Rotary Club of Narooma who made this
possible for me - especially all my host families who had to put up
with me over the year. They all did an absolutely fantastic job and it
was always a very sad moment for me when I had to leave one of
them, even though I knew that the next one was going to be just as
good
I also think that I had such luck to be the exchange student of
Narooma as a small country town; this gave me the opportunity to
look into something new and completely different to what I’ve
already seen. Through the fact that it is such a small town, I got to
know nearly everyone in Narooma which is fantastic.
I just want to thank every single one of you so very much for giving
me the great chance of making a dream of mine real.
THANK YOU
Tim Dunkelberg
Thank you Tim, we enjoyed having you.

Please buy a ticket in tonight’s raffle Major Prize
Gift Voucher for an ‘Eco Cruise’ on Jervis Bay for 2 adults
Tickets $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00

Christmas in July
Sunday 15 July – Cris O’Brien’s Place
Keep the date free

Disbursements from Charity Account
Community Service
District Children's Emergency Medical Fund
MedicAlert (personal medical emergency ID)
Queensland flood relief (hospitality for victims)
Snowy Hydro SouthCare
Marine Rescue (NSW) Narooma Unit
Australian Rotary Health (medical research)
New Generations
Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (RYPEN)
Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (Road safety)
Rotary Youth Exchange
Narooma Public School (awards)
Narooma High School (awards)
Alexander Birch Bequest
Narooma Rotary Club Scholarships
Vocational Service
Pride of Workmanship Awards
International Service
ShelterBox (disaster relief program)
Rotary Foundation
Group Study Exchange - Thai team inbound
PolioPlus - for polio eradication
Total

$
250
90
272
250
500
500
560
330
3890
120
100
9000
50
1000
408
1200
18520

The Funny Side
Only in America
Only in America......can a pizza get to your house faster than an
ambulance.
Only in America......are there handicap parking places in front of our
skating rinks.
Only in America......do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to
the back of the store to get their prescriptions, while healthy people
can buy cigarettes at the front.
Only in America......do people order double cheeseburgers, large
fries, and a Diet Coke.
Only in America......do banks leave both doors open and then chain
the pens to the counters.
Only in America......do we use answering machines to screen calls
and then have call waiting so we won't miss a call from someone we
didn't want to talk to in the first place.
Only in America......do we buy hot dogs in packages of ten and buns
in packages of eight.
Do you know?
Why the sun lightens our hair, but darkens our skin?
Why women can't put on mascara with their mouth closed?
Why don't you ever see the headline
"Psychic Wins Lottery"?
Why is it that doctors call what they do "practice"?
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavour, and dishwashing
liquid made with real lemons?
Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker?
Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour?

Why isn't there mouse-flavoured cat food?
Why didn't Noah swat those two mosquitoes?
When dog food is new and improved tasting, who tests it?
You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes?
Why don't they make the whole plane out of that stuff?
Why don't sheep shrink when it rains?
If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal?

THE OBJECT OF ROTARY
The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the Ideal of Service
as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and
foster:
1. The development of acquaintances as an opportunity for Service;
2. High ethical standards in business and professions; the
recognition of worthiness of all useful occupations and the dignifying
by each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society;
3. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal,
business and community life;
4. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill and
peace through a world fellowship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal of service.

Past Presidents of the Rotary Club of Narooma
1958-59
1958-59
Syd Morgan
1959-60
Bill Smyth
1960-61
Moran Callaghan
1961-62
Neville Gough
1962-63
Fred Wood
1963-64
George Barker*
1964-65
Miles Brice
1965-66
Charlie Matheson
1966-67
Ray Cooper
1967-68
Jeff Brice
1968-69
Allen Swan
1969-70
Bill Smyth Jr.
1970-71
Kevin Young*
1971-72
Norm Hoyer
1972-73
Harry Dudley
1973-74
Ted Rose
1974-75
John Taylor
1975-76
Jim Lavis

1976-77
1976-77
David Ryan
1977-78
Ray McCarthy
1978-79
Tony Cobcroft
1979-80
Ted Oliver
1980-81
Mike Barry
1981-82
Bob Dorling
1982-83
John Williams
1983-84
Alex Venn
1984-85
Barry Lake
1985-86
Norm Hoyer
1986-87
Peter Nelson
1987-88
Peter Maclean
1988-89
Jack Ings+
1989-90
Ron Simpson
1990-91
Bruce Grimmond
1991-92
Bruce Barrett
1992-93
Ian Thomlinson*
1993-94
Paul Rayner

District Governor Visit
Thursday 12 July 2012
Partner’s Night

1994-95
1994-95
David Banson
1995-96
Kevin Young*
1996-97
Fred Doctor
1997-98
Peter Bull
1998-99
Ian Thomlinson*
1999-00
James Denny
2000-01
Jeremy Ferguson*
2001-02
Bob Aston*
2002-03
Paul Schaefer
2003-04
Bill Hardie
2004-05
Georgina Staley
2205-06
Richard Lovatt
2006-07
Marilyn Gibson
2007-08
Laurelle Pacey*
2008-09
Ted Bladwell
2009-10
Jack Wightman*
2010 -11
Bob Antill*
2011-12
John Messner*

Rotary Club of Narooma
PO Box 151
Narooma 2546
Web Address:
www.naroomarotary.com
The Club meets every Thursday 6:30 for 7:00pm
Whale Motor Inn

