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WELCOME TO OUR CHANGE OVER EVENING

RI President
John Kenny
9710 DG
Michael Pedler
President
Jack Wightman
Secretary
Ian
Thomlinson
Treasurer
John Messner
Apologies and
additional
guests to Rolf
Gimmel the
Tuesday
before the
meeting on
44762274 or
email
rolfs@dodo.
Com.au OR
you will be
charged for
your meal.

Following a historic and tumultuous week in politics which saw a change in
leadership that came from left field and surprised everyone, including the
participants. This week, we have a very orderly and planned change. Welcome
to our review of the past twelve months and a look to the next twelve.
Our bumper edition of The Beacon is devoted to reviewing President Jack’s term
in office, introducing President Bob, a message from the incoming President of
Rotary International and a rundown of last weeks’ meeting.
Susan Pryke, who has recently retired to Narooma from Canada, was our guest
speaker.
A delightful lady who was able to give
us an insight to the differences
between Muskoka Lakes (where she
was Mayor) and Narooma.
Although Canada is the second largest
country and has six time zones, it still
has much in common with Australia.
“The land defines us as people. A
familiarity with both countries”
Susan likes our compulsory voting
system (only 30% of people in Canada
vote) but was somewhat perplexed by
the way in which our Prime Minister was changed by the Party and not the
people.
Some notable differences are : Canadians worry about their thermometers while
we worry about the rain gauges; A trunk is a boot; Sweaters are jumpers; 911 is
000; Hydro is used instead of electric.
With surprise and delight Bob Aston was presented with a Sapphire pin from
Assistant District Governor Maureen Manning. This and other presentations
made to volunteer groups on page 13...

TONIGHT: Change over Partners and guests night
Rotary Club of Narooma Inc PO Box151 NAROOMA 2546
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rd
Note that the registrations
need toANNIVERSARIES:
close at 12noon on Sunday 2 June. on Saturday (the 3 ) Bob Aston will
BIRTHDAYS
AND
celebrate his birthday.

COMING EVENTS
July 4th
July 7th
July 8th
July 10th
July 15th
July 22nd
July 25th
July 29th

District Change Over – Mittagong RSL
Change over Moruya
Matt Bryant – GSE team member
Change over Batemans Bay
TBA
Fellowship & board meeting
Markets
TBA

16th September

District Governor visit – Partners night.

DUTIES
TASK
Cashier
3-minute talk
Wheel
FINES
Introduction
Thanks

1st July
CHANGE
OVER
special
program

8th July
Angie Ulrichsen
Chris O’Brien

INTERNATIONAL TOAST: Our International toast tonight will be made to
Rotary International.

“One interesting thing about greed is that although the underlying motive is to seek

satisfaction, the irony is that even after obtaining the object of your desire you are still not
satisfied. The true antidote of greed is contentment.”
th

The 14 Dalai Lama

Web Address:
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President’s Report 2009-2010
It has been a challenging year for the club as we were committed to three major undertakings in addition to our well
established program of fundraising and service projects - a Mental Health Forum, a visit by a Group Study Exchange
team from Arizona, and the inaugural Bike-a-thon.
Income from our monthly markets includes useful amounts from the Wishing Well and the White Elephant stall. Again
we salute Chris O’Brien for the excellent work she does with bookings and site allocations as well as being at the gate to
cheerily greet and direct stallholders. In this early morning task she has been assisted by Marilyn Gibson, Laurelle Pacey
and Angie Ulrichsen, with Marilyn then attending to the White Elephant stall with George Barker, and Laurelle seeing to
signs and the bunting. Ted Bladwell, Max Reid, Kris Elphick and Jack Wightman were involved in marking out the oval,
usually in accordance with Chris’s plans.
I should mention here that Laurelle was quick to frame a response to a Council proposal to charge market operators a
fee of $12 per site which would have drastically reduced revenue for our Charity Account. Council was moved to
reconsider.
The food van was operated at the Great Southern Blues Festival, Carols by Candlelight, Apex Park and the Oyster Festival
as well as at each market where profits were shared 50:50 with the High School P&C Association whose members
manned the van there. In future we will miss
the income from the Blues Festival – no
doubt RC Batemans Bay will pick it up. We
depended on Kris to keep the van stocked
with supplies for each outing and on Ted,
Max, Phil Gaffney and Jeremy Ferguson to
tow it to and from each venue. We also saw
Kris, Laurelle, Ted and Max keeping an eye on
supplies and attending to the cleaning and
packing up afterwards with Ian Thomlinson.
Our thanks to them especially and to all who
joined rosters to cook and sell our superior
sandwiches and doughnuts.
A note about the Apex Park operation run for a few days during the Christmas-New Year holidays: this year the work of
members on the roster was made much easier by Max taking care of the van and bringing it to the site daily with
everything ready for the day’s work - all cooking and serving utensils cleaned and perishable supplies kept fresh. This
effort of his (and Pat’s?) was greatly appreciated.
The Duck Race was held as usual on Australia Day. Ticket selling takes some effort but it is amply rewarded by the good
humour of visitors on holidays who generally don’t hesitant to invest $5 with the hope of winning the major cash prize.
Max and John Messner were among those who ensured that the plastic paddlers were launched at the right time and in
the right direction (downstream this year), and Scott Ferguson helped a VRA crew to recover them. Max, John & Co.
then went to Ken Rose Park to set up for the Australia Day celebration (a commitment we share with Lions, Quota and
CWA).
Rotary clubs are encouraged by Australian Rotary Health to conduct Mental Health Forums in their community. The
commitment to conduct a Forum was made last year by then President Ted Bladwell. It was picked up by Bob Antill
whose committee developed two Forums held on 6th August – one at the High School for senior students, and the other
for the general public at the Narooma Sporting & Services Club. It was standing room only at the public Forum which
was attended by several health professionals and featured Fay Jackson, a consultant to ARH and an advocate for mental
health, as the keynote speaker. Fay’s presentation was moving and reassuring.
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We hosted the Group Study Exchange team from District 5490, Arizona, during four days 6th-9th October. Their business
and professional interests in tourism were met by several local organisations and tour operators including Narooma
Visitor Centre, Chamber of Commerce and Tourism, Batemans Marine Park, Foxglove Spires Garden (Sue & Peter
Southam) and the Wagonga Princess (Charlie Bettini). The visitors were guided through Mimosa Rocks National Park by
Stephen Deck and around Central Tilba National Trust Village by historians Laurelle Pacey and Norm Hoyer. The bleak
weather was a disappointment and rough weather during the last two days prevented NPWS from conducting the
planned tour of Montague Island.
Our thanks go to Marilyn for invaluable assistance in organising the itinerary for the visiting team, and to Ted & Sam
Bladwell, Jeremy & Heather Ferguson, Max & Pat Reid and Bob & Merinda Antill for providing accommodation and
meals for team members.
An extra item was added to the calendar of community events this year – a Bike-a-thon, thanks to Bob Aston’s creative
thinking and meticulous planning. The event was run in conjunction with the February market to raise funds for
completion of the Narooma-Kianga-Dalmeny shared pathway, and for supporting organisations as well – the Volunteer
Rescue Association and St John Ambulance. In this connection and with assistance from AG Maureen Manning, the club
awarded Bob a Sapphire Pin (PHF + 1). Community acceptance of the event and participation by over 100 enthusiastic
cyclists, young and old, prompted us to consider holding a bike-a-thon annually, perhaps with a walk-a-thon too.
Bowelscan, the annual life saving bowel cancer awareness campaign, was efficiently carried out by Max with help from
Pat this year on account of health limitations on Max. They certainly
exemplified Service above Self. Also in Community Service we cooperated
again with RCs Moruya and Batemans Bay to supply a first-reader book for
babies born at Moruya District Hospital.
The club has always been active in assisting young people in to develop
self assurance, acquire leadership skills and further their education. This
year Youth Service has been in the hands of Laurelle. She secured the
nomination of High School students to participate in a number of youth
programs including the Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (RYPEN), the
Honeywell Engineering Summer School and the Siemens Science
Experience. Scott Ferguson was selected to attend the Rotary Youth
Leadership Award (RYLA) program, and Alice Hanigan was granted the Narooma Rotary Club Scholarship for 2010 which
is funded by the Alexander Birch bequest. After a gap year Alice will undertake a Bachelor of Planning course at the
University of New South Wales. During the year we were pleased to have the current tertiary scholars Liam Phelps and
Heather Gow-Carey visit the club to report progress with their studies.
The Model United Nations Assembly program of Rotary inculcates in participants a sense of international understanding
and goodwill, an Object of Rotary. We took the opportunity offered by RC Moruya to sponsor two local students of
Carroll College, David Binstock and Jarrod Dibden, to attend MUNA 2009 where they represented different countries in
debating world issues.
Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA) is a road safety education program aimed at reducing death and injury amongst
young people using our roads. In Eurobodalla Shire this great program is organised by RC Batemans Bay for senior high
school and college students. The club gave financial assistance to transport students of Narooma High School to the
RYDA venue where Bob Antill and Angie acted as guides leading groups from session to session.
Youth Week in April was marked with a visit by two members of Council’s Youth Committee and Narooma High School
SRC, Hannah Prior and Shelby Fitzhardinge. For arranging this and all of the above youth activities we have to thank
Laurelle whose interest in serving the youth of our community is second to none.

Continued page 6...
Web Address:

www.naroomarotary.com
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STOP PRESS....

As the 2010 RI Convention in Montréal, Québec, Canada, drew to a close on 23 June; RI President-elect Ray
Klinginsmith outlined his plans for his term, which begins 1 July. Participants also got a preview of next year’s big
event in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, where the Host Organization Committee has planned fun for the whole family.
Klinginsmith will ask Rotarians to apply "cowboy logic" and make Rotary clubs "bigger, better, and bolder."
The fundamental principles of cowboy logic are taking pride in your work, talking less and saying more, doing what
has to be done, and remembering that some things just aren’t for sale, he explained during the closing plenary session.
"I believe the way for Rotary to remain viable and vibrant in the next century is to help our clubs to be bigger, better,
and bolder," Klinginsmith said. "The clubs are the life and breath of Rotary. Therefore, it is clear to me that my job is
to help the district governors to help the clubs. We can do it, and we will do it, if all of us follow the simple solution of
cowboy logic."
Klinginsmith also listed improvements that he and the RI Board have already authorized, including revisions to the RI
Strategic Plan to make it easier to implement and evaluate, a realignment of RI committees to fit the revised plan, the
recruitment of 41 Rotary coordinators, and a commitment to finding new ways to attract younger members and enable
them to serve as district governors.
Klinginsmith’s Rotary journey started in New Orleans, where he boarded a ship to begin a Rotary Foundation
Ambassadorial Scholarship at the University of Cape Town, South Africa, in 1961. After returning home, he and his
wife, Judie, married and then honeymooned in the city. He said he is excited about the venue of the 2011 RI
Convention because he will have traveled full circle in both his personal and Rotary life.
During the fourth plenary session, members of the 2011 Host Organization Committee shared some of the highlights
planned for Rotarians, including a concert featuring a traditional New Orleans brass band, a gospel choir, New Orleans
jazz performers, Cajun music, and the Mardi Gras Indians. A French Quarter dining experience and an evening at the
Audubon Aquarium of the Americas will be other host-ticketed events.
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From page 4...
Youth and International Service come together in Rotary’s Youth Exchange program. At the beginning of the year we
farewelled Katja Gfeller going back to Switzerland and in January we welcomed Erin Fahey returning from Germany. It
was a great joy to have hosted Katja and a privilege to have sponsored Erin.
Our main effort in International Service was directed to disaster relief by contributing funds for ShelterBoxes to be sent
to devastated areas for the survivors of floods, typhoons and earthquakes. We ‘bought’ four including two for the Haiti
disaster with funds raised from the January market and Duck Race. These two did go to Haiti, and of the others, one
went to the Philippines and one to Peru. We were also moved by Pauline Gleeson of Dharmik Australia to make a
donation towards the Bal Mandir Children’s Home Renovation, a RAWCS project in Nepal.
Last year, in conjunction with the Rotary Club of Delhi Garden City, we initiated an application for a Matching Grant from
The Rotary Foundation with which to fund the procurement of Montessori classroom equipment for the Baas
Educational Trust School in India. It failed due to the effect of the Global Financial Crisis on TRF’s finances, but was
successful upon resubmission early this year. Our contribution of US$2,000, together with the Indian club’s contribution,
dedicated funds from each Rotary District and the grant from TRF, produced the equivalent of US$16,500 for the
project.
Apart from the above, our contributions to The Rotary Foundation amounted to $2,988 this year (US$ 2,706), comprising
$1,610 from the club’s Charity Account and $1,378 from members’ personal donations. To this extent we have
supported Rotary’s top priority - the eradication of polio from the world – as well as the Annual Programs Fund of TRF
which funds grants and programs such as group Study Exchange.
We have been extremely well served by Laurelle in Public Relations, obtaining publicity for many of our activities and
promoting major events. The great public response to the Mental Health Forums and the Bike-a-thon was due very
much to Laurelle’s advertising and reporting efforts. In addition, Laurelle kept us updated on the upgrading of Narooma
Rotary Park (co-funded by Council and the Australian Government) and produced our submission to Council’s Draft
Recreation and Open Space Strategy.
We are fortunate in having two talented photo-journalists in membership – Bob Antill and Laurelle. There have been
plenty of pictures in Narooma News and an abundance of colour in the bulletin which Bob has produced bright and
cheerfully for the club since relieving Bob Aston of the chore in August.
The club was organised along the lines of the committee structure recommended in the RI Club Leadership Plan with the
addition of a committee for fundraising. Surveys during the year highlighted the need to concentrate more on
membership recruitment and retention. We end the year with three fewer members and lose another one on 1st July
when Ted Bladwell resigns to join a Rotary club in Toowoomba. Tributes were paid to two former members called to
higher service – Honorary Member Frank McGovern and Past President Richard Lovatt.
Our two most memorable meetings were to celebrate Kevin Young’s 50 Years in Rotary with DG Michael Pedler present
on his official visit, and to farewell Ted and Sam on their departure for Queensland with PDG Phil Mewett present (Phil
was DG when Ted was President). Each of these stalwart members received well deserved recognition in the form of a
Sapphire Pin (PHF + 1).

Continued page 10...
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Welcome to 2010-2011 a year for “building
communities, bridging continents”
This year our new Rotary International President Ray Kingsmith has set the
agenda by reminding us of what Rotary is all about. No other professional
organisation is as heavily involved in their own community and at the same time
helping people around the globe.
Locally the district message is a “new decade, a new beginning”. A chance to
review what works and push forward and maybe lose some things that don’t.
Evolution is the way the world moves forward and we must evolve as the world
changes to meet the growing and changing needs of our community.
Our challenges are many, but our strength is with our unity for a common goal, “to serve our
community and our fellow human beings”. As Rotarians we are privileged to be involved in the
eradication of Polio, Shelter Boxes and helping children in India acquire an equal education. Locally
we support young people to futher their studies, help our volunteers who fight bushfires, rescue
stranded yatchsmen, save people from horrendous car crashes and much much more.
We are a vital part of this and the global community, but most of all we are united in the fellowship of
Rotary and of each other.
I am proud to take the reins as your President for the next twelve months, it is an honour and I will
give my all and try to fill some very large boots. I admit to being nervous and would have liked
another 12 months to prepare, but that is not to be, so here goes!
I’d like to thank you all for having faith in me, for the members who have jumped on board and to
everyone for being in this great club, Narooma Rotary.
This year I’d like to explore other ways of fundraising and helping our community. I’d like you all to
think of prospective members and invite them along. To suggest guest speakers and to offer
assistance when you can spare a moment, especially on Market Sunday.
Most of all, I’d like to make sure that we have an enjoyable experience at each Rotary meeting or
event. Call or email me anytime with your ideas, suggestions or whatever! This is our club and we are
the ones who’ll make it work and grow, as long as we are all heading in the same direction.
I am honoured to accept the challenge as the 53rd President of the Rotary Club of Narooma.
Bob Antill.

Cartoon by Kate Knapp from “It’s not always black and white

Web Address:
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Entree
House made lamb and sage
sausage on a pumpkin mash
Main
Cajun chicken on lemon and garlic
potato mash and green bean salad
Dessert
Rhubarb and apple crumble with
French vanilla ice cream

Web Address:

www.naroomarotary.com
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PROGRAM FOR THE 52nd CHANGEOVER
CHAIRMAN – PP IAN THOMLINSON

6.30 pm

Registration (Rotarians John Messner and Kris Elphick)
7.00 pm

Call to order

Welcome (President Jack Wightman)
Rotary Grace (Rotarian Kris Elphick)
Loyal Toast (Past President Jeremy Ferguson)
Apologies and introductions (Chairman)
Club guests, visitors and partners
Visiting Rotarians and partners
Members’ guests and partners
Toast to our partners (President Elect Bob Antill)
Response (Annette Irvine)
DINNER
Toast to Rotary International (Past President Terry Irvine)
Response (District Governor Michael Pedler)
Retiring President’s report (President Jack Wightman)
Presentations
Installation of President 2010-11
Incoming President’s address (President Bob Antill)
Introduction of the 2010-11 Board of Directors
Close

National Anthem (Rotarian Chris O’Brien)
Fellowship

Web Address:

www.naroomarotary.com
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Continued from page 6...
Early in the year a very enjoyable Christmas in July was arranged and hosted by
Honorary Member Pam Rayner. Social gatherings included barbecues at the homes of
Bob & Merinda, Max & Pat, and Jeremy & Heather. Our program of meetings was filled
with a variety of speakers interspersed with annual fixtures including the meeting with
RC Bega (our mother club), the meeting with RC Moruya for the Cinders Trophy
Challenge (we won!), and the Pride of Workmanship Awards ably organised and
presented by Bob Antill.
We have been busy this year, and thanks to the commitment of members to the ideal
of service we have achieved much and helped many. I acknowledge with gratitude the
willingness of members to work hard in the interests of serving the community here
and overseas. The club has been well served by its officers, directors and committee
chairpersons. I have relied very much on the experience of Ted Bladwell and now Ian Thomlinson in fulfilling the role of
Correspondence Secretary, and the judgement of Laurelle Pacey in performing the duties of Minutes Secretary. In
financial matters we have been fortunate in being able to draw on the advice and expertise of John Messner as
Treasurer.
I thank Vice President Marilyn and Administration Committee Chairperson Jeremy for taking charge when I have been
absent from meetings. I regret being unable to give greater attention to the affairs of the club during the past few
months but at the same time acknowledge the patience with which Carolyn has allowed me to continue serving out my
term of office, given the circumstances.
Congratulations and best wishes for success in 2010-11 to PE Bob and the incoming Board, doing their bit in Building
Communities, Bridging Continents.
Jack Wightman

Web Address:

www.naroomarotary.com
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Clockwise: Jack

with the DG; Farewell to
Ted and Sam and rewarding Pam
Rayner.
Some things not to say to a police officer!!!
 I can’t reach my licence unless you hold my beer!
 Sorry I didn’t realise that my radar detector wasn’t on.
 Aren’t you the guy from the village people?
 Hey, you must have been going at least 160 to keep up with me.
 I was going to be a cop, really, but I decided to finish high school.

Web Address:
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DISBURSEMENTS
2009/10 Scholarship Account Disbursements
SCHOLARSHIPS
Liam Phelps
Heather Gow-Carey
TOTAL
GRATUITY
Katey Baddeley
GRAND TOTAL
2009/10 Charity Account Disbursements
YOUTH
Honeywell Engineering Summer School
MUNA
RYDA
RYLA
RYPEN
TOTAL
COMMUNITY
Australian Rotary Health
Baby Books Literacy Project
Bowelscan
Canberra Hospital (for oncology)
Children’s Emergency Medical Fund
Coins for End Polio Now Schools Project
D-K-N Cycleway
IRT Dalmeny Nursing Home Auxiliary
Medic Alert
Mental Health Forum
Moruya St John Ambulance
Narooma High School (2 x $180)
Narooma High School P&C
Narooma Marine Rescue
Narooma Public School Breakfast Club
Narooma Volunteer Rescue Association
Relay-for-Life (ACT Cancer Council)
The Snowy South Care Helicopter Fund
Rural Fire Service – Bodalla Brigade
Rural Fire Service, Dalmeny – Kianga Brigade
Rural Fire Service Narooma Brigade
Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal
TOTAL
FOUNDATION
Indian School Matching Grant
Arizona GSE Team Visit
‘End Polio Now’ Schools Project
The Rotary Foundation
TOTAL
INTERNATIONAL
Dharmik Australia
Exchange Student
Operation Cleft
ShelterBox Australia

$3,000
$3,000
$6,000
$1,000
$7,000

$595
$720
$600
$325
$390
$2,630
$1,000
$83
$2,700
$100
$250
$100
$2,000
$500
$95
$725
$500
$360
$1,800
$400
$500
$1,000
$150
$750
$300
$300
$300
$400
$14,213

$2,300
$860
$100
$1,610
$4,870
$750
$103

TOTAL
GRAND TOTAL

Web Address:

$250
$4,800
$5,903
$27,616
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LAST WEEK’S MEETING CONTINUED...
Bob Aston was very humble in his acceptance of
the Sapphire Pin. Assistant District Governor
Maureen Manning had great pleasure in
presenting it to Bob. Due to commitments,
neither Bob nor Maureen are at tonights’
meeting. It was great to celebrate this occasion
last week. Congratulations Bob!
Pictured on right is a very happy Bob Aston
with Assistant District Governor Maureen
Manning and President Jack.
Also on the agenda were presentations of cheques to some of our communities hardest working
volunteers. The Marine Rescue are called
upon in all weather to venture where
sensible boaties should not have gone.
With pleasure Jack presented a cheque to
Dennis Allnutt to help with their vital
Marine Rescue work. This was good
timing as the squad had their boat
vandalised a few days preceeding the
presentation.
The Rural Fire Brigade do an outstanding
job within our community. Members not
only attend bush fires but also out of town
house fires, car accidents and were very
active during the recent strom that caused
damage and much stress to local residents. This vital service is well supported by Narooma Rotary.
(Pictured above) President Jack with (from left) Graham Roberson (Bodalla) Peter Tulk (DalmenyKianga) Jason Snell (Narooma) Greg Hill (Dalmeny-Kianga) gratefully waving their cheques.
Laurelle seized the moment and drew our attention to the historic announcement of the day
“Australia has it’s first female Prime Minster”. Extolling the virtues and talents of women in high
places.
Our resident historian then filled us in on female representation within our local council. Not good
enough at the moment but we hope that she and Julia Gillard will
inspire women to take up the challenge.
Rolf has fallen into the position of Sgt-at-arms with great enthusiasim
and for his efforts to go above and beyond the call of duty he was
recognised with the presentation of an official certificate. Rolf will be
away tonight on a well earned holiday to his native Switzerland with his
family, well done Rolf and well done Jack for making a lot of people
happy.
Web Address:

www.naroomarotary.com
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THE END OF
THE BLUES!
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☺

Thursday nights
Web Address:
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Out and about
Web Address:
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