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The Rotary Club of Narooma Inc. Bulletin  

Ted’s Tips 
Hi all, 
 
Congratulations to members elected to next year’s Board. For the first 
time in many years we have a President nominee for the Rotary year 
2010-11! Does seem a long way off, but time flies as in my case 6 
months of the term has nearly gone. 
 
As I mentioned at last meeting: 

• Carols by Candlelight this Sunday between 6-9pm 

• Bar Beach roster from the 26th- 3rd Jan. If we don’t get more on 
the Roster, we’ll have to look at calling it off 

• Barefoot Bowls at Bodalla. Sometimes even I make mistakes! On 
checking with Maureen Manning, time is 12.00 noon for 12.30 
start. Hope this make it easier for more to attend. Please 
consider. This would be a great opportunity to again show the 
might of the Narooma Rotarians. 

• It was very satisfying to have been able to receive the 16 beds 
from the Dalmeny Nursing Home, to be sent overseas under the 
Donations-in-Kind (D.I.K) which is a part of Rotary Australia 
World Community Service (RAWCS) They have now been 
stored, with thanks to Ken Bryant IGA, transport has been 
arranged to Sydney with John Davies in the near Future. 

 
This weeks meeting is the Christmas Party. Please let Phil know, the 
usual. It’s hard to cater for people if we don’t know they are coming, and 
remember to wear a ‘little bit of Christmas’. Anyone not complying will 
be severely dealt with by the Sergeants. 
 
Still no names of prospective members for me to approach. Please think 
of someone that I can approach on your behalf. Think of your Rotary 
experience and give that same pleasure to someone else. 
 
Make Dreams Real 
 
Ted  
 

Club Christmas Party – Partners Night   

Tonight  
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TASK 18 December  25 December 1 January 
Welcome/Wheel Bob Antill  No  No  
Cashier Marilyn Gibson Meeting Meeting 
Toast / thanks Chris O’Brien    
3-minute talk John Messner    
FINES    
Introduction Angie Ulrichsen    

28 December 
 

Narooma Rotary Markets  

26 December 
– 3 January 

Bar Beach Barbeque  

8 January 
 

Barbeque at Paradise Point (Heather & Jeremy’s)  

17 January  
 

Barefoot Bowls at Bodalla Bowling Club  

22 January Fish & Chips at Taylor’s  
 

25 January Narooma Rotary Markets at NATA 
 

26 January Australia Day – Ken Rose Park 
 

29 January Club Assembly – Back at the Whale 
 

5 February TBC 
 

12 February Transitional Towns 
 

19 February  Board Meeting 
 

22 February  Narooma Rotary Markets on NATA Oval  
 

16 February TBC 
 

Coming Events  

Duties 
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The week that was  

Last week was the AGM – the Editor thought it was best to be out of town so arranged to be at a school 
presentation night in Bredbo. In all the presentation night went for about a hour and 20 minutes with a 
25 minute interval!  
 
I am reliably informed that the AGM went well with formal presentations of the previous year’s Annual 
Report by Past President Laurelle and the election of the 2009/2010 Board.  
 
The 2009/2010 Board is  
 
President    Jack Wightman  
Vice President  Marilyn Gibson 
Immediate Past President Ted Bladwell  
President Elect  Tony Fahey  
Secretary   Vacant 
Treasurer   John Messner 
Members of the Board Bob Antill, Jeremy Ferguson and Laurelle Pacey 
 
Appointments such as Bulletin Editor, Sergent at Arms etc will be decided closer to changeover. The 
position of secretary remains vacant. The vacancy will be filled in the New Year by the Board of 
Directors-Elect making an appointment. 
 
Members voted to adopt new Rules in substitution for the existing Bylaws. It was explained that as an 
incorporated association we are required to have rules, although we have previously been regulated by 
bylaws. The new club rules are based on the Model Rules in the Associations Incorporation law and the 
Recommended Rotary Club Bylaws. Thanks to Jack Wightman and John Messner who did of the hack 
work in getting the new rules in order.  
 

   

Christmas Party 
Just an update on the Christmas Party this Thursday  

Cost will be $ 20.00 per head. 
 

Please bring a gift for a man and a lady under $5.00 each. 
 

Starting time 6.30 for 7.00. 
 

Wear a little bit of Christmas 
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The Editor’s Soap Box  

What is Christmas?  

According to Wikipedia  Christmas is:- 

Christmas (IPA: /krɪsməs/), also referred to as Christmas Day or 
Christmastide, is an annual holiday celebrated on December 25 that marks 
and honors the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. The birth of Jesus, which is the 
basis for the anno Domini system of dating, is thought to have occurred 

between 7 and 2 BC. December 25 is not thought to be Jesus' actual date of birth, and the date may 
have been chosen to correspond with either a Roman festival or with the winter solstice.  

Modern customs of the holiday include gift-giving, church celebrations, and the display of various 
decorations—including the Christmas tree, lights, mistletoe, nativity scenes and holly. Santa Claus (also 
referred to as Father Christmas, although the two figures have different origins) is a popular 
mythological figure often associated with bringing gifts at Christmas. Santa is generally believed to be 
the result of a syncretization between St. Nicholas of Myra and elements from pagan Nordic and 
Christian mythology, and his modern appearance is believed to have originated in 19th century media. 

Christmas is celebrated throughout the Christian population, but is also celebrated by many non-
Christians as a secular, cultural festival. The holiday is widely celebrated around the world, including in 
the United States, where it is celebrated by 96% of the population. Because gift-giving and several 
other aspects of the holiday involve heightened economic activity among both Christians and non-
Christians, Christmas has become a major event for many retailers. 

What does Christmas mean to me?  
 
Well many things, it certainly means the end of the school year, presentation days, HSC results and a 
well earned holiday after 12 months of work, it is time for relaxed lunches and a good old cold beer, lots 
of holiday makers and hot summer days. It means sending Christmas cards to all those friends I have 
made over the years – often it is the only time, except for emergencies and tragedies that we make 
contact. It even means writing the corny family newsletter and reflecting on the years highs and lows. It 
is a time of Christmas parties whether it is work mates, friends or Rotarians, it is the time for street 
parties where we all get together instead of waving as we drive past each other, it is the time when 
Deano who organises the event plays Santa and scares the wits out of his kids. It is the time to 
decorate the Christmas tree and have fun choosing presents for family as well as trying to find out what 
lies under the tree for me. It is even time to give into to your daughter and put up the Christmas lights. 
Most of all it time for family.  
 
Whilst I am not a religious person I do believe that Christmas does have a strong link to the Christian 
Religion, even if originally it was a pagan festival. And hence my beef, it is the political correctness 
around Christmas and the fear we may offend those of different religious backgrounds through the use 
of the word, but most of all it is the shortening of Christmas to Xmas that annoys me! Surely if many 
hundreds of years ago when the celebration of Christmas was evolving someone suggested we call it 
Xmas then the whole idea would have never got off the ground.   
 
Merry Christmas everyone!  
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The Funny Side 

Christmas Prayers 

A few days before Christmas, two young brothers were 
spending the night at their grandparent's house. When it was 
time to go to bed, and anxious to do the right thing, they both 

knelt down to say their prayers. 
 

Suddenly, the younger one began to do so in a very loud voice. 
 

"Dear Lord, please ask Santa Claus to bring me a play-station, a 
mountain-bike and a telescope." 

 
His older brother leaned over and nudged his brother and said, 

"Why are you shouting your prayers? God isn't deaf." 
 

"I know" he replied, "But Grandma is!" 

 

Santa's Gender 

Christmas has to be a warm, well organised, 
caring, considerate, social occasion. So, it's 

unlikely that a man could take responsibility for 
making it happen. 

For starters, the vast majority of men don't even 
think about Christmas until Christmas Eve. And 
when they do eventually rush into the high street 

at the latest possible moment, they seem 
genuinely surprised to discover that the only 
options remaining on the shelves are cheap 

perfume and lingerie suitable for high class tarts. 

Let's face it, Santa Claus must be a woman. If 
Santa was a man, all there would be under the 

International Toast  
In the week before Christmas I thought it would be nice to visit the home town of Santa so this 
week's International toast is to the Rotary Club of Rovaniemi, in Finland, District 1400. The club 
was chartered in 1946 and has 48 members (not all of them elves!). Members meet on Tuesdays 
at 4.30 pm at Hotelli Pohjanhovi. 
 
Ho Ho Ho and Merry Christmas to all! 
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Christmas tree are high tech' toys .... still in the 
original wrappings, of course. 

Another flaw in the 'he-Santa' argument is his 
apparent ability to arrive promptly every 

Christmas Eve. If Santa was a man, he could be 
relied upon to have transportation problems, get 
lost in all the snow and clouds and flatly refuse to 

ask anyone for directions. 

There are lots of other reasons why Santa can't 
be a man: 

Men have no idea about packing bags. 

Men would rather be dead than wear red velvet. 

Men have no interest in stockings, unless they 
are being worn by an attractive female. 

But, the real show-stopper is, most men simply 
can't do commitment. 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Katja is 17 next Tuesday – 23 December 2008 
 

Happy Birthday Katja!!! 



   
 P a g e  7  


