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President’s Report
Has Narooma Rotary ‘Made a Difference’ in 2017/18? For a small Club of 21 members
we have been actively involved locally nationally and internationally, and yes, we have
made a difference.
Our major fundraising activity for the year was our monthly market and although two or
three were washed out the markets contributed more than $12000.00 to our charity
account. Our charity account was also supplemented by funds at other catering events
such as the Early Falcons Car Rally, Carols by Candlelight and the Narooma Motors
Car Rally. Unfortunately, our involvement in the Oyster Festival was cancelled due to
poor weather. We raised funds through the Renewable Energy Expo, The Busking
Competition, Duck Race and Whale Watching raffle. We used these funds to help make
a difference, locally, nationally and internationally. Thank you to Chris O’Brien who had
the thankless task of organising the markets, John Doyle who kept the food van
operational and to Ange Ulrichsen who kept the van supplied with food. Thank you to all
who sold raffle tickets, especially our champion sellers Michael O’Connor and Ange
Ulrichsen.
We contributed more than $4000.00 to local schools using funds from the Busking
Championship and the markets to help make a difference to the lives of students with
complex needs, to support innovative music programs and to purchase equipment to
assist vocational education students. The music programs support by Rotary have
helped build confidence, skill and enjoyment for many students from Kindergarten to
Year 12.
Lynda Ord with the assistance of Sandra Doyle worked hard to promote youth programs
within the community, making a difference for our youth. Lynda and Sandra took a team
of 3 students from Narooma High to MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly), helping
them expand their knowledge of the UN and how we interact with the world. Narooma
High students also benefited from the Narooma Rotary Tertiary Scholarship. The
scholarship supports a student each year with a $9 000.00 payment over three years.
We also made a difference supporting students to attend Rotary Youth Program of
Enrichment (RYPEN), the National Youth Science Forum and the Rotary Young Driver
Awareness (RYDA)
We also supported our local surf club through our involvement in the Rotary Clubs of
the Eurobodalla combined Christmas Race Day. We contributed the profits of the Whale
Watching raffle to the cause and in turn the 3 Rotary Clubs were able to allocate
$12000.00 to the 4 Eurobodalla surf clubs. I am sure that these funds made a

difference, helping the clubs purchase much needed equipment. We also allocated an
additional $500.00 to the Narooma Surf Club in recognition of their support of our Duck
Race.
The Club helped make a difference locally through our support of Montys, PCYC, the
Bermagui Cancer Group – CRABS, Relay for Life, local rural fire service organisations,
the Tathra Bush Fire Appeal and St John’s Ambulance.
We made a difference in the community through two innovative events, The Renewable
Energy Expo and the Busking Championship.
More than 500 people from Narooma, the Eurobodalla and the broader community
attended the Expo, gaining valuable information from the 18 exhibitors about the
benefits of renewable energy. The Expo was opened by Mike Kelly who thanked
Narooma Rotary for its commitment to informing the community about renewable
energy. Thanks to Frank Eden and his team who organised the Expo and to the
exhibitors and sponsors who supported it.
The Busking Championship was held at the end of May and it was a wonderful
community event featuring 57 busker groups comprising 200 performers. There was a
festival atmosphere around town with members of the public soaking up the music and
supporting the wide variety of performances. The Championship was a true community
event that would not have been possible without the support of local businesses, Club
Narooma, the Golf Club, community organisations including Lions, Quota, View,
Probus, Montague Arts and Crafts, School of Arts and individuals who helped on the
day. Thank you to Sandra Doyle and her wonderful committee who made it all happen.
A full Busking report is attached.
Nationally we made a difference to health and wellbeing through our support of
Australian Rotary Health. I am pleased to be able to report that we donated $4500.00 to
assist research into many health-related issues, especially mental health. Internationally
we made a difference supporting Shelter Box, Rotary Australia World Community
Service (RAWCS) - with our Past President, Charmaine White currently on a RAWCS
project in Timor Leste, and The Rotary Foundation with donations to the Annual Fund
and Polio Plus.
At our regular Club meetings we had a strong focus on being informed as well as
learning a little more about each other. We reinstituted a very successful vocational
program learning about the work of others. We visited Rolf at his bakery, Charmaine at
the dental surgery and Anthony at the pharmacy, Laurelle took us for a walk on the
board walk to tell us about some interesting local history. Peter Bull talked about how he
interpreted x-rays and Peter Hartley arranged for us to visit the men’s shed. Frank shed
some light on AI (Artificial Intelligence) and Lynda told some fascinating stories about
the life of a celebrant.

Ange Ulrichsen organised some wonderful guest speakers who informed and at times
challenged us. Thank you, Ange, for all the time and effort you put into organising our
speaker program. Ange’s detailed report is attached.
Once again Narooma Rotary was pitted against our friends from Moruya Rotary as we
battled for ‘The Cinders Trophy’. As is usually the case the competition was good
natured yet controversial. In the end I declared a draw, ensuring more controversy.
Thanks to Peter Bull who developed some great trivia questions for the night.
Laurelle Pacey organised the Club’s annual ‘Pride of Workmanship’ award, with 5 local
employees being recognised for their excellent work ethic. Laurelle also made sure that
members were kept informed with outstanding weekly editions of ‘The Beacon’. Laurelle
also ensured that the community was kept up to date with Club activities through
relevant articles in the Narooma News.
The work of Narooma Rotary was well publicised in our local press and other media –
thank you to Laurelle Pacey for her tireless work in this area.
Membership remains a significant issue for the Club. This year the Club gained only one
new member, Geoff Robin. The Club reluctantly accepted the resignations of Joan
Morgan, Enid Holmes, Bob Antill and Michael O’Connor. All departing members will be
missed, especially Bob Antill who has made a significant contribution to the Club over
many years. It was a great honour to recognise both Bob and his wife Merinda with Paul
Harris Fellowships, just a small way to repay them for their commitment to Narooma
Rotary.
As the new Rotary year began we lost Anthony Whittle in tragic circumstances and our
thoughts are with Anthony’s family at this time.
In conclusion thank you to the 2017/18 Board, especially Secretary, Sandra Doyle,
Treasurer, Lynn Hastings and President Elect, Rod Walker.
I wish Rod and his Board all the best for 2018/19

Bob Aston
President
13 December 2018

Vice president’s Report
Major focus areas for the year were the Pride of Workmanship Awards and Public
Relations
Pride of Workmanship
Six Narooma businesses recognised valued employees at our annual Pride of
Workmanship Awards at a special dinner at Narooma Golf Club on 12 April 2018.
Narooma Rotarians are proud of this program where everyone nominated by their
employer receives an award. It is well supported by local businesses because it gives
them the chance to thank nominated staff for their efforts and to say how much they
appreciate their contributions.
Those who received awards were:
- Janette Fitzpatrick (Estia Health)
- Deb Ebbott (IRT at Home)
- Debbie McDougall (IRT Dalmeny)
- Kyle Snell (Meads ABC Bakery)
- Madeline McCauley (Surfbeach Café)
- Pete Churchill (Narooma Motors)
Public Relations
The Club generated 31 individual media releases over the year, half of which related to
the Busking Championship (May 2018) and Renewable Energy Expo (November 2017).
The other notable releases related to wheelchairs for Samoa, the annual Duck Race,
Tertiary Scholarships, the combined Rotary Christmas Races, the Youth night and the
Pride of Workmanship.
These media releases achieved good coverage in local newspapers (including online
and Facebook) and on radio.
Laurelle Pacey
Vice president
Club Service Report
This year our Club dedicated two weeks each month to guest speakers and we were
fortunate to have excellent presenters on a wide variety of topics of interest. Good food
and speakers make for an enjoyable evening’s entertainment and are a great way to
attract potential members.
July to Nov 2017 presenters were Councillor Anthony Mayne, followed by well-known
Narooma personalities Jenni Bourke and Tim Burke on artwork, photography and live
productions respectively. Geoff Pryor’s theme was ‘Narooma Futures - growing from
resources within. Narooma environmentalist, writer and historian Eleanor Robin talked
on the advent of the electric telegraph in the Australian colonies. AWL joined us next

with great animal stories. In October Aboriginal teacher and Elder Lynne Thomas’
theme was Bush Food/Bush Medicine. We were fortunate to have Catherine Boomer,
World Vision’s International Senior Adviser talk on World Vision-global development,
humanitarian relief and advocacy. November was busy preparing for the Renewable
Energy Expo and Mark Hemmingsen entertained us with news of electric vehicle
innovations.
After the Christmas break, local artist and author Rita Wagner told us how a horrific
accident led to her rediscovering her imagination through multimedia art and writing.
Paul Payten followed with educating us about Our Great Southern Forest and the need
for conservation. Braveheart Healthcare from the Lighthouse surgery advised about
their new Teen Clinic. In April, we had Lei Parker, editor of the popular online
Eurobodalla newspaper ‘The Beagle’.
We were privileged to have Emeritus Professor Ian Noble, formerly research scientist,
high level advisor to governments on climate change and now with the Climate Change
Institute. His very topical and thought-provoking talk was well received.
The year ended with speakers passionate about the health of our planet: Fiona
McCuaig, Sea Shepherd volunteer and marine life protector; Allan Rees and Paula
Howe from 350.Org spoke on the global impact of climate change and on a regional
level what local government can do to safeguard our rural landscape.
Ange Ulrichsen
Director
Busking Championship Report
The Australian National Busking Championships Narooma 2018 was a very successful
event again this year. There were 57 busker groups but with approximately 200
buskers. We did lose about 12 busker groups to the Tathra Fire Appeal but this
did not detract from the day. The talent on the day was remarkable and the judges had
a very difficult task selecting prize winners.
Once again, Lions, VIEW, CWA, and MACS had stores and sold busker votes for us as
well as the Sports and Fishing Club. The QUOTA ladies wore our vest up and down the
street selling busker votes. The involvement of these groups demonstrated that this is a
community event. We also had a considerable number of community members
volunteer and these helped make the day successful.
Laurelle Pacey’s invaluable newspaper media articles, Lynda Ord’s radio interviews and
River of Art involvement supplied us with significant publicity. Rachel McInnes once
again redesigned our banners and signs. Michael O’Connor photographed all the
sponsor businesses for the website and Frank Eden supported John Doyle very ably to
keep the website up to date.
Chris O’Brien ably tracked down our sponsors with professionalism and vigour.

Nadine Holland was our Facebook Queen with excellent profiles of those buskers who
wished to be promoted on the Facebook platform.
With the assistance of Wayne Redman, Tim Burke once again mastered the art of
sound and lighting at our concert at the Golf Club.
Our wonderful judges were Allan Spencer, the guru of the Busking Championships,
Councillor Lindsay Brown (who came back from holidays just for the event), Fiona
Brown from Slightly Twisted Productions and our youth input judge, Shelby Grace (a
busker of many years)
Using funds raised from the event along with funds from our Charity account the Club
supported our local schools with donations to assist in the development of music
programs.
I had a wonderful “Dream Team” working with me – John Doyle, Lynda Ord, Chris
O’Brien and Nadine Holland, thank you one and all for your help.
I am very thankful that Rotary allowed me to coordinate this great event for the
past two years. It is now time to step down and allow someone else to have fresh input.
Sandra Doyle
Secretary
Renewable Energy Expo Report
The Club conducted its second Renewable Energy Expo, Dinner and Forum on 25
November 2017. The Expo was held at the Narooma Leisure Centre from 10:00am to
4:00pm. The Dinner and Forum were held at Club Narooma from 6:00pm.
The purpose of the Expo was to inform the community about renewable energy options,
strategies to reduce energy consumption and opportunities to reduce waste.
18 exhibitors were in attendance and 21 local businesses supported the Expo with
sponsorship.
Students from Narooma Public School demonstrated their recycling project and
competition posters from the school were displayed around the Leisure centre.
The Expo was opened at 10:30am by the Hon Dr Mike Kelly Member for Eden Monaro.
The Mayor of the Eurobodalla Shire was represented by Cr Pat McGinlay.
Approximately 500 people visited the Expo. With approximately 57% from the
Bodalla/Narooma/Bermagui area and 22% from Moruya/Batemans Bay.

40 people attended the dinner at Club Narooma. The speakers were, Kylie Hitchman, a
volunteer director of ClearSky Solar Investments; Richard Kirkwood, Divalls
Earthmoving and Haulage in Goulburn and Mark Shorter, Sustainability Coordinator at
the Eurobodalla Shire Council.
Feedback from exhibitors and visitors to the Expo was very positive with most visitors
gaining valuable information about alternative energy sources.
Thank you to Sandra Doyle, John Doyle, Chris O’Brien, Angie Ulrichsen and Laurelle
Pacey who did a wonderful job helping to organise the Expo.
Frank Eden
Director
Youth Service Report
Narooma High School Students participated in:
 Rotary Youth Driver Awareness Program on 26 March 2018 at Moruya Jockey
Club. (Year 11 Students)
 Model United Nations Assembly 2017 – Cyann Vlatkovic and Jacob Isaacs
attended from 18-20 August 2017. Campbell Allison was also going to attend but
was ill on the first day and withdrew.
 Tilly Hurst made it to the first round of the National Youth Science Forum for
2018.
 No students attended Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (RYPEN) in May
2018 and the activity did not run in September 2017. We hope to have a student
attend in September 2018 if the activity is held (She was too young for the May
session).
 12 students applied for the Rotary Tertiary Education Scholarship for 2018. It
was an excellent field with Alicia Bate offered the scholarship and Tahlia Arnold
offered support for her first year of study - $3000 paid in two instalments, the
second instalment being subject to successful completion of Semester 1.
We had no applicants for Conoco Phillips Science Experience or Honeywell
Engineering Summer School.
It was a disappointing year in that we were unable to get students interested in a
number of our programs despite Sandra’s remarkable efforts in approaching students,
teachers and parents with information about these programs.
Lynda Ord
Director

Market Report
The Narooma Rotary Markets are still the man source of our club's income, netting us
approximately $12,000 over the twelve months. The most profitable markets were held
just after Christmas and the May market. Two markets were largely washed out.
Members have stepped up to fill all the positions, from marking out the sites to staffing
the barbecue and serving food in the van. Occasionally, when many members are
away, some people work a double shift, which is much appreciated. Sometimes our
Friends of Rotary lend a willing hand.
Stallholders come and go but generally, the number of sites varies from around 50 in
the winter to up to 100 in the summer holidays. A wide variety of goods are sold,
including fruit and veg, cakes, bread, jams and pickles, nuts, homewares, collectibles,
books, CDs, DVDs, plants, kayaks, tools, jewellery, clothing, skincare, cushions, linen
goods, haberdashery, handbags, hats, socks, timber products, clothing, artworks,
candles, soaps and, of course, coffee and pizza. Both locals and visitors are attracted to
the market and the atmosphere is relaxed and convivial. Most donate to the Rotary
Wishing Well as they walk in through the gate.
Chris O’Brien
Director

